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Ratepayers SLAM local council spending & procedures  

Victoria’s key ratepayer advocacy group has hit out at local council spending after the Victorian Auditor 

General’s Office (VAGO) released its findings into Fraud and Corruption within several councils. 

Spokesperson for Ratepayers Victoria (RPV) Dean Hurlston said “VAGO has identified that local 

councils appear to be well out of touch with community expectations when it comes to the use of 

public money. The use of ratepayers’ money on lavish lunches, dinners, gifts and the lack of 

accountability and transparency is mind blowing. In one instance a council gifted a departing 

employee a council owned car”. 

The VAGO report found many inconsistencies and anomalies in expenditure and approval of same.  

It also highlighted a lack of benefit to ratepayers and community in many examples of council staff 

spending and recommended the need for greater oversight, tight procedures and a much higher burden of 

proof of benefit to the public across council spending. 

RPV is calling on VAGO and the Local Government Minister (The Hon Adem Somyurek) to urgently 

address these issues and all council spending in the Local Government Bill 2019, to be introduced to State 

Parliament this year. 

“We are calling for a full investigation of all council spending, better procedures for authorising 

expenditure, the public display of all expenditure and that any council funded project in excess of 

$10 million has a full business case and proof of benefit to ratepayers included. We simply expect 

the spending of public money to be in full view” Mr Hurlston said. 

RPV has been advocating for Victorian ratepayers for over 20 years. 

“Councils trade in apathy – that currency is fast running out, ratepayers have had enough” Mr 

Hurlston said. 
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For further information: 

Dean Hurlston: 0427 862 103 
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