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RATEPAYERS CALL FOR AN ENQUIRY INTO “INEFFECTIVE, SELF-

ABSORBED, WASTEFUL LOCAL COUNCILS AND ANACHRONISTIC 

MUNICIPAL ASSOCIATION OF VICTORIA (MAV)” 

 

For Release 5th July 2019 

Victoria’s key ratepayer advocacy group has condemned the response by the MAV to the Herald Sun 

Article “Councils waste exposed” 01 July 2019 and called for an urgent enquiry into Council Waste and the 

role of the Municipal Association of Victoria (MAV). 

Cr Coral Ross, MAV President said “how much is spent on a particular service does not reflect how well a 

service is being delivered, nor whether it meets the needs of the community” 

Spokesperson for Ratepayers Victoria (RPV) Dean Hurlston said “Cr Ross is completely misguided. The 

MAV is funded to the tune of $90M annually and the majority of that comes from Ratepayers through 

council membership fees or insurance income (paid by ratepayers). It is incredulous that Cr Ross 

would make such a statement when the MAV has been found by the Victorian Auditor General 

(VAGO) to be lacking in its obligations and potentially overcharging councils by as much as 50% for 

insurance products”.  

The VAGO investigation in 2015 made a series of scathing recommendations about the MAV having poor 

governance and oversight. Further, in 2018 the Auditor General Andrew Greaves stated that councils 

purchasing insurance from the MAV could be paying too much and that there were concerns with 

governance, financial sustainability and management of the local government mutual insurance scheme 

arranged by the MAV.  

RPV has appointed an audit team who are working through an audit of the MAV and all local council budgets. 

This will form part of their extensive submission to the Local Government Minister and the Auditor General. 

“Ratepayers condemn councils and the MAV for having an inward focussed corporate protectionism 

culture. Local councils and the MAV are on notice. We will not allow Councils and the MAV to abuse 

ratepayer’s money for their own selfish means anymore”.  Mr Hurlston said. 

RPV has been advocating for Victorian ratepayers for over 20 years. 

Victorian Ratepayers generate local council revenues of about $9 BILLION per annum.  

 “Councils should take note – ratepayers want local government and rates calculation methods that 

are focused on the delivery of essential services not on councils’ little kingdoms. The MAV is an 

anachronistic organisation no longer required for ratepayers, we call on the Minister and Auditor 

General to demutualise the MAV and assist councils to save millions of ratepayers money and it’s 

high time for an enquiry into the waste within the $9 Billion of revenue councils enjoy annually” Mr 

Hurlston said. 
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